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Dear Coffin & Gerry Families,
 Welcome to the 2015–2016 school year!  I’m looking forward to a year of art with your children.  
Students have art once a week for 45 minutes.  As in years past, second and third graders will keep their 
major artwork at school in a portfolio until the Spring Concert & Art Show in May.  Kindergarteners and 
first graders will bring home artwork throughout the year.  Please check out the Coffin-Gerry Art Blog to 
see what your children have been working on in art class!

PHILOSOPHY
The following three points come 
up often during the school year.  
I think they are really important 
for students to hear!

TOPICS COVERED
We cover a variety of media such 
as drawing, painting, ceramics, 
weaving, printmaking, and collage.  
We also cover concepts from the 
Elements and Principles of Art, 
such as color, pattern, texture, 
and shape.
We look at artists from history 
(such as Georgia O’Keeffe and 
Wassily Kandinsky,), from all over 
the world, as well as contempo-
rary artists.

ASSESSMENT
Art assessments have three cat-
egories: participation, concepts, 
and skills.

A student who participates well 
follows directions, is respectful to 
classmates as well as the teacher, 
uses materials responsibly, and 
gives his or her best effort.

Concept assessment refers to 
understanding the main ideas in a 
unit.  For example, in a color mix-
ing unit, students are expected 
to understand what the primary 
colors are and how they are 
mixed to create secondaries.

Skill evaluates a student’s ap-
plication of concepts. Many skills 
are repeated throughout the year 
(such as cutting and gluing), and 
some are used less often (such as 
using the score and slip method 
to join clay pieces).
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• You don’t have to wait to grow 
up to be an artist.  If you make 
art, you’re already an artist!

• You’re a human child, not an art 
robot.  It’s okay to make mistakes 
and it’s okay to ask for help.

• If something seems difficult, 
that’s good!  It means you’re chal-
lenging yourself.  That’s how you 
improve.
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SUPPLIES
One of the wonderful things 
about art is that we can re-use 
common household items!  The 
following is a list of items that 
are handy in the art room year-
round.

• Newspapers
• Large yogurt containers
• Egg cartons
• Paper grocery bags
• Quart or gallon-sized baggies

If you’d like to donate any sup-
plies, please have your child drop 
them off in the art room as they 
come in to school in the morning.  
Thank you so much, it is a huge 
help!

EXHIBITS & EVENTS
Our two major events are the 
Winter Concert and Spring Con-
cert.  Both will feature student 
artwork, music, and movement.  
Student artwork is also featured 
in the National Grand Bank on 
Pleasant Street, the Marblehead 
Christmas Walk, and the town’s 
Festival of Arts.

One special event this year will 
be a cross-district Barn Dance; 
we will send home details as we 
get closer to the date!

COMMUNICATIONS
The Coffin-Gerry specialists 
work together to create a sea-
sonal newsletter to keep families 
updated on their children’s work.  
Keep an eye on your email for 
the fall newsletter after Thanks-
giving!

Finally, please check out the 
Coffin-Gerry Art Blog at
cogeart.wordpress.com!  In 
addition to student work it will 
have important upcoming events, 
dates, invitations, and more.
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