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Music

Mrs. Fraser 2

Ms. D’Amour 3–4

Spring 2014

Coffin & Gerry

Specialist Newsletter

Library

Mrs. Colby   10

Mrs. Mohler      11

Important Dates

Tuesday, May 27th 8:30 AM
1st Grade Spring Concert

Wednesday, May 28th 8:15 AM
Coffin Spring Concert & Art Show

Thursday, June 19th 8:15 AM
Mrs. Sheridan’s Recorder Recital

Friday, June 20th 8:15 AM
Mrs. Frein & Mrs. Nigro’s
Recorder Recital

Friday, June 20th 9:00 AM
Field Day

Monday, June 23rd 9:00 AM
Field Day (Rain Date)

Monday, June 23rd 8:15 AM
Mrs. Machado’s Recorder Recital

Tuesday, June 24th 8:15 AM
Mrs. Bruett’s Recorder Recital

Physical Education

Ms. Rotman 5

Mrs. McGrath 6–7

Art

Ms. Herchenhahn 8–9

Monarch butterflies by Gianni D. in 3rd Grade
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Kindergartners are spending time 
with the Carnival of the Animals, a 
piece of music composed by Ca-
mille Saint-Saens.  Saint-Saens was 
a French composer, pianist, and 
conservatory teacher who wrote 
the Carnival as a musical joke for 
his students.  We are enjoying the 
music by listening, moving to the 
music, and reading a wonderful 
companion book written by Barrie 
Carson Turner.  We sing songs and 
perform rhymes that correspond 
with the animals we’re hearing.  
Then we take on the role of mu-
sical detectives as we listen to the 
day’s animal and make our best 
guess about which it is and what 
clues in the music give us that idea.

For example, one student re-
cently guessed, “I think today’s 
animal is the elephant because 
the music sounds slow and 
heavy.”  After sharing our guess-
es, we read the commentary in 
Carson Turner’s book to discov-
er which animal we heard, and 
then move like the animal while 
listening to the music again.

Carnival of the Animals is widely 
available on CD or for purchase as 
a download, and there are several 
children’s books that connect with 
the music.  You may enjoy those 
together with your child at home. 

You might also ask your child:
• What animals have you 
heard?  Which is your favorite?                                                       
(the Lion, Hens/Roosters/Chickens, Mules, 

Tortoises, Elephant, Kangaroos, Aquarium)
• Can you show me how to 
draw a pitch pathway and use 
your singing voice to follow it?
• Can you sing One Elephant for me?

Through our experience with 
the music from the Carnival, 
as well as the other aspects 

of music class, we continue 
to develop these key skills:
• using a singing voice
• keeping a steady beat
• listening to and describing music
• moving expressively to music

It is a pleasure to work with your 
children as they develop their abili-
ty to be tuneful, beatful, and artful!

Holly Fraser
Glover and Gerry Music

Music With Mrs. Fraser
Singing, moving, and listening with Mrs. Darci’s class and Mrs. O’Flynn’s class
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In Kindergarten, students are 
learning about the Carnival of 
the Animals — a “musical joke” 
written by Camille Saint-Saens in 
1886.  Each animal is represent-
ed by different instruments and 
ideas in the music.  For example, 
there is a roll, up and down the 
piano keyboard, which sounds an 
awful lot like a lion’s roar!  Stu-
dents are using movement and 
games to respond to the mu-
sic.  Just wait until the students 
see which animals come next!  

First graders just finished the song 
and dance, “John Kanaka-naka.”  
In addition to learning the song 
and dance, students each had the 
opportunity to sing a part inde-
pendently, and to keep a steady 
beat on the tambourine.   We 
are continuing on now with more 
solo and group singing, move-
ment, steady beat and games.  
Please ask your child about our 
newest game- “Cuckoo”.  It is 
a fun pitch-matching game that 
includes an egg-shaker toss!!  

Our second graders are in the 
middle of their Instruments of the 
Orchestra unit.  This is an infor-
mative and fun unit, where lots of 
connections are made.  Students 
are both listening to and watching 
short performances of featured in-

A “Note” From Music
With Ms. D’Amour E

struments, using mime to “try” the 
instruments, labeling different parts 
and listing different characteristics 
of the instrument families.  We are 
also learning about the role of the 
conductor (Ask your child about 
the picture book, “The Remark-

Second graders in music class work on a journal entry:  “Draw your favorite string instrument, 

and label its parts,” while listening to a strings piece.  

able Farkle McBride”, by John 
Lithgow) and why the instruments 
are placed where they are on the 
stage.  My hope is that students 
will have a better understanding 
of and appreciation for classical 
music by the end of this unit.  



4

A “Note” From Music
With Ms. D’Amour E

Third grade is seeing, saying, 
fingering and making music on 
their recorders!   So far we have 
mastered 3 songs using the pitch-
es “do, re and mi” or “G, A and 
B”- “Hot Cross Buns”, “Merrily 
we Roll Along” and “Pierrot”.  All 
of third grade by now should 
have their “orange belts” in Re-
corder Karate.  We have one 
more song, which focuses on 
these notes, and then we will add 
some more pitches into the mix.

Students are also recognizing 
and producing the following 
rhythms:  quarter notes, half 
notes, and half rests.  They are 
able to independently play along 
to simple accompaniment.
 
Just a reminder - all of the music 
and helpful hints can be found 
in students’ red music folder.  

Practicing 5-15 minutes a night 
is crucial to music learning and 

becoming an instrumental musi-
cian.  Thank you for your support!

Eileen D’Amour
Music Teacher

Carnival of the Animals by Ping Zhu

Please make sure 
to check our new 

music website!

http://coge.marbleheadschools.org/Teachers/Specials/music
http://coge.marbleheadschools.org/Teachers/Specials/music


Kindergarten Physical Education
With Ms. Rotman
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Kindergarten Physical Educa-
tion classes at the Gerry School 
are very exciting and filled with 
enthusiasm.  As a team we work 
together, help one another, and 
have fun.  Our physical education 
classes include a series of warm-
up exercises, skill development, 
and a concluding activity.  The 
children are participating in many 
activities this year.  Our program 
includes locomotor skills, non-lo-
comotor skills, movement con-
cepts, balance activities, soccer, 
football, basketball, gymnastics 
(forward rolls, log roll, egg roll, 
balance beam), yoga, dance, ball 
skills, bowling, jump rope (long, 
short), bean bags, fluff balls, juggling 

scarves, balance feathers, balance 
boards, hula hoops, parachute, 
tennis balls, scooters, ladder, 
pillo polo, striking with short 
and long handled implements, 
scoops, cup stacking, scooter 
hockey, volleyball, frisbee, kickball, 
T-ball, and organized games.

We just completed our gym-
nastic unit and scooter hock-
ey.  Our girls and boys will be 
participating in spring activities: 
pillo polo, frisbee, kickball, T-ball, 
and more organized games.

We talk about the importance of 
being physically active and making 
healthy choices.  It is important to 

feel good about yourself and have 
good self-esteem.  We are discuss-
ing the way children can be active 
outdoors now that spring and 
summer will soon be here.  Bike 
riding, swimming, hiking, and beach 
and park activities are great ways 
to spend the day.  The skills they 
learn in physical education can be 
applied throughout their lives.

Enjoy spring and the outdoor ac-
tivities that come with the season!

Sandra Rotman
Gerry School 
Kindergarten
Physical Education Teacher

Olympic Track by LeRoy Neiman
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What’s Happening In 
Your Child’s P.E. Class?
This past month students have 
been completing their unit on 
balancing.  They have learned all 
about dynamic vs static vs invert-
ed balances.  The older grades 
have also been exploring with 
both symmetrical & asymmetrical 
balances.  Students are balanc-
ing on beams, slack lines (Coffin 
only), on mats with yoga poses 
& balancing feathers.  We will be 
finishing up our gymnastics unit in 
the upcoming weeks.  Students are 
creating their own basic routines 
on the balance beam & mats.

Coffin students continue to 
learn about the different fit-
ness concepts – muscular 
strength, muscular endurance, 
aerobic capacity & flexibility.

P.E. News From Mrs. McGrath

Gerry balance beam

Gerry balancing feathers

Speed Stackers
Thank you to all of those who 
ordered Speed Stacks this 
year.  We were able to pur-
chase 2 new sets of cups with 
our ‘bonus bucks’!  Visit 
www.speedstacks.com.

Jump Rope for Heart
During the week of May 5th, our 
school is extending our “Pride” 
outside our school by holding 
our 5th annual Jump Rope for 
Heart to help the American Heart 
Association.  All students will be 
having fun jumping rope & do-
ing other heart-healthy activities.  
We’re joining the fight against our 
nation’s No. 1 and No. 3 killers — 
cardiovascular diseases and stroke.  

At the end of February 2009, the 
Coffin/Gerry community lost be-
loved Kindergarten teacher Linda 
Fuller.  The year she retired from 
teaching, she suffered a massive 
heart attack and passed away.  We 
miss her joy of life and passion for 
teaching.  I dedicated the initiation 
& continuation of this fundrais-
er in her memory. The Coffin/
Gerry Schools have raised over 
$37,000 in our first five years for 
the American Heart Association.
In the weeks leading up to Jump 
Rope for Heart, students will 
be learning about the heart and 
heart healthy activities.  Gerry 
students will join their bud-
dy classes at Coffin & jump in 
various activities together.

http://www.speedstacks.com
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Coffin school slack line

P.E. News From Mrs. McGrath

There will be plenty of appro-
priate activities for all levels and 
abilities—not to worry if jumping 
rope is not your child’s forte.  
Be on the look out for fundraising 
envelopes which will come home 
via backpack.  Is fundraising 
required? No. We are looking to 
raise not only funds for the Amer-
ican Heart Association, but also 
to raise awareness about healthy 
hearts and hearts that are differ-
ent.  For more information visit 
www.americanheart.org/jump.

Field Day
Friday, June 20th (rain date 23rd)

Believe it or not preparations for 
this year’s field day are already 
underway.  I will once again be 
looking for volunteers to help 
make the day fun for all.  Be on 
the lookout for more informa-
tion.  If you already know you 
are available to volunteer, con-
tact me at mcgrath.danielle@
marbleheadschools.org.

Danielle McGrath
Physical Education Teacher

http://www.americanheart.org/jump
mailto:mcgrath.danielle%40marbleheadschools.org
mailto:mcgrath.danielle%40marbleheadschools.org
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Art With Ms. Herchenhahn

Coffin and Gerry students are 
busy making amazing pieces 
of artwork!  All students spent 
the month of March working 
on self portraits for the PTO’s 
Original Works fundraiser.  I 
was so impressed by the care 
and thought the students put 
into their portraits.  Their per-
sonalities really shine through!

Kindergarten
Our K kids have been working 
on a variety of projects!  Mrs. 
Hecht, Mrs. Darci, and Mrs. O’Fly-
nn’s classes built and glazed clay 
pinch pots.  Mrs. Gay’s class will be 
building birds out of clay short-
ly.  We have also been drawing, 
collaging trees and bird nests, and 
creating origami!  So far, Kinder-
garten students have learned 
how to make an origami cup, a 
double-sided dog and cat, a hat, 
and a ship.  Throughout their time 
at Gerry and Coffin, students will 
learn more complex origami and 
build up a repertoire of basic folds.

First Grade
First graders have been busy 
painting to create a library of 
papers with different colors 
and effects to use in a collage.

Mrs. McGuinnes and Mrs. Quil-
len’s classes used oil pastels and 

watercolor paints to create re-
sist effects on their papers.  Mrs. 
Drummond and Mrs. Blake’s 
classes used salt with watercol-
ors to create starburst effects 
on their paper.  Students learned 
that each flake of salt is “thirsty”: 
it absorbs the watercolor around 
it and leaves behind a white spot!  
We are using our paper library 
to create fantastic castle collages.

Second grader Meg shares her portrait

Second and Third Grade
Coffin students are helping the 
Marblehead Conservancy!  
The Conservancy will cele-
brate Earth Day and Arbor Day 
on May 3rd at Robinson Farm, 
from 9:00 AM to noon.  They 
will have posters up around 
town to advertise the event. 

Each student selects a photograph 

http://www.marbleheadconservancy.org
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of a Massachusetts plant, mammal, 
bird, fish, or insect to study and 
sketches it onto a square along 
the poster.’s border  We use a 
different background color for 
each square to give the border 
an eye-catching quilted effect.

Other News
It’s nearly tie-dye time!  We will 
begin dying our Coffin-Gerry 
Pride shirts on May 5th.  Each 
class will need one or more 
volunteers to rinse and wash 
the shirts.  Classroom teachers 
kindly help me locate volun-
teers as we get closer to the 
date, but feel free to email me 
directly if you’d like to help!
My email is herchenhahn.
mary@marbleheadschools.org.

If you haven’t already, please check 
out the Coffin & Gerry Art Blog at
cogeart.wordpress.com for 
more pictures of great student 
work.  It’s updated regularly with 
descriptions of what children 
are learning and doing in art!

Mary Herchenhahn
Coffin/Gerry Art Teacher

Art With Ms. Herchenhahn

First grade castle collages from Mrs. Drummond and Mrs. Blake’s classes

Kindergartener Lily’s tree and nest collage

mailto:herchenhahn.mary%40marbleheadschools.org?subject=
mailto:herchenhahn.mary%40marbleheadschools.org?subject=
http://cogeart.wordpress.com
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Gerry Library News From Mrs. Colby

The Importance of Reading
Someone once said, “We read 
to know that we are not alone.”  
Reading is a vehicle that can trans-
port us into other minds, lives, 
and into other circumstances.  We 
read to gain insight, to spark ideas, 
to engage in unspoken dialogue 
with the minds of authors and 
the characters they create.  We 
read to educate the mind, but we 
also read to educate the heart.  
In reading we learn empathy, 
compassion, and understanding.
Don’t just tell your children about 
reading, show them!!  Fill your 
home with books, magazines, 
and newspapers and share them 
with your children.  Take them to 
the public library regularly and 
let them choose an armload of 
books to borrow.  Try sharing 
some of your own childhood 
favorites and rediscover the joy 
of reading aloud.  It is a simple 
activity requiring no more than a 
comfortable place to sit, enough
light, and of course, a good book.

Library Classes
Students in kindergarten have be-
come familiar with all the standard 
library procedures:  they know 
how to browse, select a book, use 
shelf markers, and sign their books 
out.  In addition they have learned 
how to use the pictorial spine 
labels to help them locate holiday 
and specially themed titles such 
as dog or cat stories.  Students 
have listened to a wide variety 
of Caldecott Medal award win-
ning books and Caldecott Honor 
books, and have been exposed 
to a variety of authors and illus-
trators.  We have investigated the 
differences between fiction and 
nonfiction.  Students are predicting 
outcomes, drawing conclusions, 
and listening for details.  They 
have related personal experiences 
to stories and interpreted illus-
trations.  Most recently we have 
begun to explore “Noodlehead” 
stories – in which the main char-
acter tries to do things “right” 
but never quite hits the mark.
Students in first grade have com-
pared and contrasted fiction and 
nonfiction, and spent time learning 
how to choose a “just right” book.  
Students have listened to a vari-
ety of picture book biographies 
of lesser known Americans who 
have had incredible experienc-
es – such as Jackie Mitchell, the 

girl who struck out Babe Ruth, 
or Henry “Box” Brown, the slave 
who mailed himself to freedom, or 
Wilma Rudolph, who overcame 
polio, to become the fastest wom-
an in the world!!  We have also 
read a large selection of Caldecott 
award winners and honor books.  
Students have related personal 
experiences to stories and have 
been able to show evidence of 
sequencing in recalling and retell-
ing details, and making inferences.

Gift Book Program
Thank you to all the parents and 
staff who have so kindly support-
ed the library gift book program 
this year.  Your contributions allow 
me to build a collection of high 
quality literature.  I hear from 
many students and parents that 
they first thing they look for in a 
borrowed book is to see if there 
is a gift book plate in the front!  
Our collection grows by leaps 
and bounds and is reflection of 
your generosity and thoughtful-
ness.  Thank you, thank you!

Stephanie Colby
Librarian

“Children are made readers 
on the laps of their parents.”

~ Emilie Buchwald
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Coffin Library News 
From Mrs. Mohler

Digital Citizenship
This spring in the Coffin Library, 
all students are learning about 
digital citizenship. Students are 
learning about staying safe on-
line while also keeping equip-
ment safe. This Internet Safety 
and Digital Etiquette Unit meets 
a requirement of the Child In-
ternet Protection Act (CIPA).

iPads in the Library
Students are learning to use the 
library iPads to look up items in 
the school library catalog. We have 
also explored the eBooks and 
audiobooks available through the 
NOBLE Public Library System. The 
Coffin School Library has been 
registered with the Massachusetts 
Library System giving the stu-
dents access to online databases.

Genre Challenge
Third grade students are partici-
pating in a genre challenge. Each 
student has a genre passport 
in the library. As students try a 
new genre, they write down the 
title and an aspect of the book 
that is indicative of its genre. For 
each new genre read, students 
receive a stamp in their passport.

Bookfair
Wit and Whimsy Bookstore will 
be at the Coffin School June 
10th and 11th for the Library 

Bookfair.  Each class will have a 
scheduled time to visit the fair. 
Please feel free to visit the fair 
with your student during their 
class’ scheduled time. The fair will 
also be open before and after 
school. The kids always enjoy the 
fair and Nancy Oliver provides 
a great selection of books.

Other News
More information about the 
library and links to other resourc-

es can be found on the Coffin 
School Library website located at 
coffinschoollibrary.weebly.com.

The Coffin Library Gift Book 
form can also be found on the 
library website. This program 
continues to provide new books 
for the library collection. Thank 
for your support of the library. 

Janet Mohler
Librarian

Searching the catalog.

http://coffinschoollibrary.weebly.com

