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Welcome to Gerry kindergarten 
music with Mrs. Darci’s and Mrs. 
O’Flynn’s classes!  Your children 
have been busy singing, playing 
instruments, listening, and mov-
ing since the school year began.  
During the year that I have to 
work with your children, my goal 
is to prepare them to participate 
in music, dance, and movement in 
ways that they choose through-
out their lives and to see how 
music and the arts connect to 
so many areas of learning.  Very 
few of them may choose a ca-
reer as a professional musician, 
but all can enjoy music in many 
ways with the solid foundation 
of elementary music education.

How is this foundation laid?  By 
“doing” music.  Here in music class 
you will find us singing, speaking 
rhymes, dancing, moving to mu-
sic, listening to many styles and 
genres of music, playing instru-
ments, and much more.  Elvis 
Costello said, “Talking about music 
is like dancing about architec-
ture.”  This is sound educational 
practice:  we learn not just by 
being told, but by experience.

The following are just a sampling 
of experiences your children 
have had this year in the music 
room, accompanied by things 

you might ask them about.  

Singing
Everyone has a voice, and I believe 
that all children can learn to sing.  
This is one of the foundational 
skills for musicians.  We sing many 
folk songs from America and 
other parts of the world, and even 
practice making up snippets of 
songs, singing about our Hallow-
een costumes or favorite things to 
our music class owl friend, Tweedy.  
All students sing by themselves 
and with the class every time 
we meet for music.  You might 
ask your child to sing Frog in the 
Meadow, Pitter Patter, or No 
More Pie (an echo song they can 
sing, and you can be their echo!)

Listening
Analytical listening (learning 
what to listen for and how to 
talk about it) takes practice.  We 
practice listening for identifiable 
elements of music such as loud/
strong and quiet/soft, specific 
instruments, and feelings/mood 
(happy, sad, excited, etc.), often 
framing it as “detective listen-
ing.”  Students usually show the 
clues they are listening for, such 
as standing when the xylophone 
plays and sitting when it does not, 
thus engaging both their minds 

and their bodies.  You might ask:

• What is the connection be-
tween the xylophone and Ca-
mille Saint-Saens’ Fossils?

• What happens in the mu-
sic to surprise us in Franz Josef 
Haydn’s Surprise Symphony?

Rhythm and Steady Beat
Maintaining a steady beat is anoth-
er skill that requires practice.  We 
practice keeping a steady beat on 
our bodies while singing or listen-
ing to recorded music (Mozart 
and Bach have composed some 
of our selections) and perform 
a steady beat on various instru-
ments while speaking rhymes 
or singing songs.  This year we 
have already had turns to play 
the tambourine and sandblocks.

Thank you for taking time to talk 
to your children about music class.  
Any musical experiences you can 
provide for your children, whether 
it is attending a concert, singing to-
gether at home, or going to a fam-
ily folkdance, are wonderful ways 
to enjoy music together.  Please 
feel free to contact me via email at
fraser.holly@marbleheadschools.org.

Music With Mrs. Fraser

mailto:fraser.holly%40marbleheadschools.org?subject=
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It’s good to be a student at 
the Coffin and Gerry School.  
We learn about and listen 
to music, and have fun do-
ing it along the way!  

Kindergarten 
Mrs. Hecht’s and Mrs. Gay’s classes 
are exploring pitch with their 
voices and their listening.  Students 
should now be able to decipher 
between a “speaking, singing, whis-
pering or strong” voice.  Please ask 
your child to sing like “Dottie the 
dog” or “Bruce the cat” (Or per-
haps, “Maureen the moo cow”!).   
We are also learning simple circle 
games, keeping the beat and using 
“call and response”.   Your child 
might also like to share with you 
our song: “John the Rabbit”.  

First Grade
1st grade students are learning 
more complex circle games and 
songs that incorporate movement.  
Please ask your child to share: “Piz-
za, Pizza Daddy-O” or “Little Sally 
(Johnny) Walker”.  We are also 
singing our first two-part round 
of the year, “Turkey Dinner” (to 
the tune of “Are You Sleeping?”) 
And most recently, students have 
been echo singing the pitches “do, 
re and mi” on neutral syllables, in 
addition to the echoing of simple 
rhythms on the syllable “bah”.

Second Grade
Our second graders are singing 
and dancing away! And while 
doing so are becoming more 
independent musicians.  We’ve just 
completed the song and dance 
“Tideo”.  Students have to think 
about their breathing and the 
direction of their pitch as they are 
dancing. They are now singing and 
dancing to the song “Pease Por-
ridge Hot”, while playing different 
accompaniment parts on per-
cussion instruments.  I am quite 
impressed by these musicians!

In addition we are also now saying, 
decoding and reading simple 
quarter and eighth note patterns 
(using the syllables “du” and “du-
de”).  And students are having fun 
echoing and listening for solfege 
patterns on “do, re and mi”.

Please ask your child about 
a game called “Poison Pat-
tern”.  It is a favorite!  

Third Grade
Third grade is busy preparing 
for the arrival of their recorders!  
Students have reviewed rhythm in 
2/4 and 4/4 meter (“du, du-de”) as 
well as learned some new pat-
terns in 6/8 meter (“du w/ a dot, 
du-da-di”).  As of now students 
are reading and singing the pitch-
es “do, re and mi” on a two-line 
staff.  We will soon be adding the 
other 3 lines to the staff, and be 
labeling “do, re and mi” as “G, A 
and B”.   Students will be able 
to look at a simple song on the 
staff and figure out how to sing 
it and/or play it.  How exciting!!
In addition to recorder, singing and 
music-reading prep, third graders 
have been dancing to a traditional 
Russian song called, “Sasha”, and 
a traditional American song titled, 
“Can’t Jump Josie”.    They have 
also been singing patriotic songs 
such as “America” (“My Country 
‘Tis of Thee”).  And finally we’ve 
been working on a fun rhythmic 
activity called “The Cup Game”.  
Please ask your child about the 
history of the game and the 
song, “You’re Gonna Miss Me 
When I’m Gone” (“Cup Song”). 

Mrs. Quillen’s first grade class playing “Little Sally Walker”

A “Note” From Music
With Ms. D’Amour E
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We need to be healthy to learn, 
so let’s learn to be healthy.  Our 
Physical Education program is 
exciting and fun.  The P.E. program 
helps our children become aware 
of his/her movement potential, 
move competently and confidently, 
understand and apply movement 
fundamentals, and value and 
enjoy a healthy life style.  Our 
curriculum includes the following 
themes:  Movement Concepts, 
Locomotor Skills, Non-Loco-
motor Skills, Dribbling with the 
Hands, Kicking, Throwing and 
Catching, Striking, and Wellness.
 
Our kindergarten students will 
begin to develop a positive at-
titude toward participating in 
physical activities and understand 
that physical activity is enjoyable 
and healthy.  We work on skill 
and fitness development. Our 
children enjoy participating in 
games and activities.  We are a 
TEAM.  Teams work together, 
help one another, and have fun.

Please remember to wear SNEAK-
ERS on Wednesday and Thurs-
day.  It is important to be safe.
 
We are having a FUN year!
 
If you have any questions or 
concerns please contact Ms. 
Rotman at the Gerry School. 

TOGETHER
E V E RYON E
AC H I E V E S
M O R E

Kindergarten Physical Education
With Ms. Rotman

T E A M
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It has been great fun this fall 
working with the first, second 
and third graders.  I have been 
enjoying getting to know & re-
acquainting myself with the stu-
dents.  Students have come into 
the 2013–14 school year with a 
ton of energy & we are working 
together on how to keep that 
energy going & keeping it positive!

First Grade
This fall the 1st graders at the 
Gerry School have been very 
busy.  They are finishing up a unit 
on Throwing & Catching.  They 
have practiced the skills in iso-
lation during stations, and have 
played games that incorporate 
those skills.  Going along with 
Throwing & Catching is the unit 
on Striking.  They have played 
‘Keep it Up’ using their hands to 
strike a ball with control in the 
air.  They are now practicing using 
paddles with short handles.  They 
practice on their own as well as 
with a partner.  First graders have 
also done a great deal of explo-
ration.  Exploration stations have 
included, giant birdies, scarves, & 
deck rings.  Students have ex-
plored various ways to manipulate 
the equipment on their own, and 
cooperatively in small groups.
First graders continue to practice 

their movement skills and con-
cepts.  They are becoming more 
confident and have been moving 
with greater amounts of control.

Second and Third Grade
The 2nd & 3rd Graders at Coffin 
School have been busy as well.  
Coffin students have been intro-
duced to and have participated 
in their very first FITNESSGRAM.  
FITNESSGRAM has replaced 
the President’s Challenge for 
Physical Fitness.  More in depth 
program information, as well 
as information on your child’s 

results will be coming home 
before the December Break.
The Coffin School students are 
wrapping up their Kicking & Punt-
ing unit, practicing the skills in iso-
lation during stations and playing 
games that focus on those skills.  

They are also in the middle of part 
one of our wall climbing unit.  They 
have been challenging themselves 
both physically and emotionally 
on our horizontal climbing wall.  
The wall not only challenges their 
strength but also their ability to 
overcome frustration, cooper-
ate and encourage their peers.

P.E. News From Mrs. McGrath

Mrs. Blake’s first grade students in P.E.
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As we turn to winter all 1st – 3rd 
grade students will be participating 
in a Rhythm & Dance Unit.  They 
will explore movement concepts; 
work on moving to a beat and 
learning a handful of dances. 

The first graders will be par-
ticipating in basic barn, line 
and partner dances. 

The second graders will learn 
barn dances from around the 
world to coincide with their 
social studies unit on continents. 

The 3rd graders will be learn-
ing more advanced dances and 
will be learning how to cho-
reograph their own unique 
dance as an entire grade.

Another Note
All students in grades 1-3 have 
been introduced to the wonder-
ful world of Speed Stacking.  This 
is a fun activity that the students 
enjoy while working both sides 
to their bodies & brains.  To learn 
more about Speed Stacking you 
can visit www.speedstacks.com. 

You can also check out some 
world record stacking by checking 
YouTube – search ‘speed stack-
ing’.  There will be an opportunity 

P.E. News From Mrs. McGrath

Coffin students on the climbing wall

later this winter for students to 
purchase their own set of speed 
stacks.  Be on the look out for 
“Group Stack Order” information.

Have a wonderful December 
break & Happy New Year.

http://www.speedstacks.com
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Art With Ms. Herchenhahn

Another year, another exciting 
group of young artists to teach!  
We are in full swing in the art 
rooms at Gerry and Coffin.  Here 
is what we’ve been up to!

Kindergarten
My main focus with kindergarten 
students is on shapes.  Recognizing 
and creating shapes is essential to 
making art!  We began the year by 
reading William Steig’s Rotten Is-
land.  Steig’s colorful and wild illus-
trations bring to life an island full 
of truly terrible monsters.  We cre-
ated our own monsters with col-
lage.  Students also added details 
with crayons, Sharpies, and more 
cut paper.  Kindergarteners also 
had the option of creating a paper 
spring to make parts of their mon-
ster leap off the page!  We’ve also 
made an illustration of the Firebird, 
a creature from Russian folktales, 
and an oil pastel tree with leaves 
made of tissue paper.  Finally, we 
just completed a spider collage 
with a painted web.  Students are 
now making a paper sculpture of 
their favorite four-legged animal!

First Grade
First graders started the year 
with an outer space mixed me-
dia piece with tempera paint and 
collage.  We reviewed color mixing 
with primary colors and creat-

ed our own secondary colors.
Our next project was to create 
a Witch’s Kitchen for Halloween.  
Students drew spooky kitchens 
with Sharpie and used watercolor 
to paint their scenes.  Right now, 
first graders are finishing up their 
Firebird masks.  We revisited the 
Firebird stories from kindergarten 
and created masks using oaktag, 
crayon, tempera paint, feathers, 
gems, construction paper, and yarn.

Second Grade
Second graders at Coffin start-
ed out the year with one of my 
favorite projects, the Crazy Critter!  
We sketched critter ideas before 
drawing and painting our final 
critter.  We reviewed color mixing 
and learned a new concept: tints 

Kindergarteners Hayden and Charlie work on their oil pastel and tissue paper trees

and shades.  After their critters, 
second graders made haunted 
house drawings with pop-out win-
dows and doors.   We just finished 
making a collage of a dhurrie rug 
design.  A dhurrie rug is a type of 
woven rug from India that features 
a variety of textures and patterns.  
We brushed up on our collage 
skills and learned how to tie knots 
in the yarn to create tassles.

Third Grade
Third graders started the year 
with a stuffed fish project, using 
crayon and watercolor resist.  
Most of the fish should be home 
by now, since they don’t quite fit in 
our portfolios!  Our next project 
made use of the Coffin school’s 
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wonderful garden!  We brought in 
two pumpkins and carefully exam-
ined their every bump and lump 
before drawing them with chalk 
pastel.  We worked on blending 
and adding shadows and highlights 
to make them look realistic.

Our most recent project is tessel-
lations.  Third graders learned that 
a tessellation is a special type of 
pattern: there are no spaces be-
tween the shapes, no overlaps, and 
they fit together perfectly like a jig-
saw puzzle.  We looked at the art 
of M.C. Escher and then made our 
own tessellation tiles.  Part of the 

challenge of this project was look-
ing at our tiles after making them 
and deciding what they could be.

Other News
First, congratulations to the fol-
lowing five students whose art-
work is featured in the National 
Grand Bank on Pleasant Street:

Mackenzie W. in kindergarten, 
Eva C. in first grade, James M. 
and Maddie G. in second grade, 
and Sebby P. in third grade.  
Please stop in and see the won-
derful artwork from our students 
and other Marblehead children.

Art With Ms. Herchenhahn

Dhurrie rug collages in progress, by Shannon and Maggie (t) and Allison and Nola (b)

Thanks to the families that have 
kindly donated yogurt cups, 
egg cartons, and bags.  We get 
a lot of use out of them!

More thanks to the Coffin/Gerry 
PTO — thanks to their generos-
ity, I was able to purchase many 
new posters of artwork to show 
students.  We now have post-
ers of work by Matisse, Picasso, 
Hokusai, Kandinsky, Escher, Van 
Gogh, and more.  3rd graders 
used the Escher poster during 
their tessellation project!

Finally, feel free to send me 
an email at herchenhahn.
mary@marbleheadschools.
org.  Also, check out the Cof-
fin & Gerry Art Blog at
cogeart.wordpress.com for more 
pictures of great student work.

mailto:herchenhahn.mary%40marbleheadschools.org?subject=
mailto:herchenhahn.mary%40marbleheadschools.org?subject=
mailto:herchenhahn.mary%40marbleheadschools.org?subject=
http://cogeart.wordpress.com
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Gerry Library News From Mrs. Colby

The Importance of Reading
Thanksgiving is now upon us and 
we are well underway in our new 
school year.  One of the most 
important jobs a parent has is to 
encourage reading at home.  The 
importance of this cannot be 
overstated.  A child who consis-
tently spends an allotted amount 
of time each day reading and being 
read to will improve critical think-
ing skills, vocabulary, and be better 
prepared for all academic activities.

Children’s books have never 
looked better or been more 
important.  They are one of the 
few quiet places left where a child 
can go to be alone, and to travel 
to worlds past, present, and future.   
Books are often the first place 
children discover poetry and art, 
honor and loyalty, right and wrong, 
sadness and hope.  And it is there, 
between the pages of a book, that 
children discover the power of 
their own imaginations.  They are 
indeed a dress rehearsal for life.

Gift Book Program
The gift book program is an 
invitation for parents and staff to 
donate money to the library for 
the purchase of a new hardcov-
er book.  Parents are invited to 
donate in honor of their child’s 
birthday.  Each month individual 
letters are given out to children 
celebrating birthdays in the up-
coming month.  I do the shopping 
for you and a new title is pur-
chased, making a special effort to 
find just the right book to please 
the student.  After the book is 
purchased a bookplate is added to 
the front of the book noting the 
child’s name, birthday, and contri-

bution from the family.  The birth-
day child is presented the book in 
front of the class and is the very 
first person to sign it out.  A “Hap-
py Birthday” bookmark is included 
for the student to keep.  The week 
of the book presentation, the 
child is allowed to have one extra 
library book to check out – that 
very special birthday book!  This 
program is an opportunity for 
your child to experience the plea-
sure of giving and receiving in a 
unique and meaningful way.  Long 
after other toys will be forgotten, 
a book will continue to enrich 
the lives of others in our school.  

“There is more treasure in 
books than in all the pirates’ 
loot on Treasure Island.”

~ Walt Disney
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In addition to birthday remem-
brances there are many other 
occasions to consider adding a 
new book to the library.   I have 
added books to the collection in 
thanks and appreciation for that 
special teacher, in memory of a 
beloved family member or pet, or 
to honor a community member.  
When books are given in honor 
or memory of someone outside 
of our school community, I send a 
beautiful handwritten card letting 
the person or family know of your 
contribution, and the title I have 
selected as the memorial tribute.

The purpose of the library col-
lection is to support and enhance 
the curriculum, and to foster a 
love of reading. I believe that 
childhood is a special time to 
expose children to a wide range 
of reading materials in all genres.  
Your donations allow me to build 
a collection which is superior in 
scope and depth.  It is my desire 
to tempt our fledgling readers 
with an array of irresistible choices.

Circulation Policy
Students in kindergarten are 
allowed to borrow one book, and 
students in first grade allowed to 
borrow two books.  If a student/
family is not done with a book(s), 
it is perfectly acceptable to keep 

the book(s) for an extra week or 
two, but at the point any book 
is one month overdue, then the 
student may not borrow any-
thing until that book is returned.

Library Classes
Students at both grade levels 
have reviewed library proce-
dures and book care.  They know 
how to browse, select a book 
for borrowing, use shelf mark-
ers, and sign their books out.

One of their favorite classes is my 
annual presentation of the “Library 
Hall of Shame” - my ever chang-
ing collection of wrecked books!  
Nothing says ‘please keep your 
book away from pets if they are 
at that destructive stage’ better 
than showing books that pets 
have actually chewed and ruined!!

In addition, the students have 
learned how to use the pictorial 
spine labels to locate holiday and 
other specially themed books, such 
as dog, cat, or dinosaur stories.  

Kindergarten students have been 
predicting outcomes, drawing 
conclusions, and listening for 
details as they have been exposed 
to a wide variety of authors and 
illustrators in our read-alouds.   
Kindergarten students will be 

Gerry Library News From Mrs. Colby

beginning a study of “Gingerbread” 
boy stories – or runaway food 
stories from around the world.

Students in first grade have been 
investigating Red Riding Hood 
stories in different cultures and 
various continents from all around 
the world.  They are making text 
to text connections as we trace 
the stories, noting the setting 
changes and how that affects the 
plot.  Students have also been able 
to show evidence of sequencing, in 
recalling and retelling stories, and 
have related personal experienc-
es to stories.  If you have never 
exposed your child to this classic 
folktale, now would be an excel-
lent time to share the story, as a 
frame of reference for our travels.  


