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Important Upcoming Dates

Jump Rope For Heart
x Week of April 23rd

First Grade Spring Concert
x Drummond/McGuinnes: Monday, May 21st @ 8:30am, Gerry gym   
x Blake/Quillen: Tuesday, May 22nd @ 8:30am, Gerry gym

Coffin School Spring Concert and Art Show
x Thursday, May 31st @ 8:15am

Coffin/Gerry Field Day
x Friday, June 8th (rain date June 15th)

Village School Traveling Chorus performs for 3rd grades
x Monday, June 11th @ 1:00pm

Band/Orchestra Instrument Demo for 2nd and 3rd grades
x Thursday, June 14th @ 8:30

3rd Grade Recorder Recital and Ceremony (Families are invited!)
x Bruett: Monday, June 18th @ 8:15am in the music room
x Sheridan: Monday, June 18th @ 2:00pm in the music room
x Moore: Tuesday, June 19th @8:15am in the music room
x Frein/Nigro: Tuesday, June 19th @2:00pm in the music room
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worry if jumping rope is not your child’s 
forte.  

Be on the look out for fundraising en-
velopes which will come home via back-
pack.  Is fundraising required? No.
We are looking to raise not only funds 
for the American Heart Association, 
but also to raise awareness about healthy 
hearts and hearts that are different.  For 
more information visit
www.americanheart.org/jump

Field Day
Friday, June 8th (rain date 15th)
Believe it or not preparations for this 
year’s field day are already underway.  I 
will once again be looking for volunteers 
to help make the day fun for all.  Be on 
the lookout for more information.  If 
you already know you are available to 
volunteer, contact me at
mcgrath.danielle@marbleheadschools.org

PE News from Mrs. McGrath

> Jump Rope for Heart ?
During the week of April  23rd, our 
school is extending our “Pride” out-
side our school by holding our 4th 
annual Jump Rope For Heart to help 
the American Heart Association.  All 
students will be having fun jumping 
rope & doing other heart-healthy activi-
ties.  We’re joining the fight against our 
nation’s No. 1 and No. 3 killers — car-
diovascular diseases and stroke.  The 
Coffin/Gerry Schools have earned over 
$14,000 for the American Heart Asso-
ciation last year in our first 3 years.

At the end of February 2009, the Cof-
fin/Gerry community lost beloved Kin-
dergarten teacher Linda Fuller.  The 
year she retired from teaching, she suf-
fered a massive heart attack and passed 
away.  We miss her joy of life and passion 
for teaching.  I dedicated the initiation 
& continuation of this fundraiser in her 
memory.

In the weeks leading up to Jump Rope 
For Heart, students will be learning 
about the heart and heart healthy activi-
ties.  Coffin School students will join 
their buddy classes at Gerry & jump in 
various activities together.

There will be plenty of appropriate ac-
tivities for all levels and abilities—not to 

PE News from Ms. Rotman
 
Physical Education classes at the Gerry 
School are exciting and filled with en-
thusiasm.  As a team we work together, 
help one another, and have fun.  Our 
kindergarten P.E. classes include warm-
up exercises, skill development and a 
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A            from Ms. D’Amour

Happy Spring!  We are as busy as bees in 
music class!  

Kindergarteners in Mrs. Gay’s and Mrs. 
Hecht’s classes just wrapped up steady 
beat solos on the hand drum.  Now, stu-
dents are taking turns to lead the 4 voic-
es warm-up at the beginning of class.  
Please ask to hear your child’s 4 voices 
warm-up and song with steady beat.  We 
are also continuing to explore the differ-
ent sounds our voices can make, as well 
as playing singing games.  

1st graders have now been introduced 
to 4 new rhythm patterns, using the 
syllables “du and du-de”.  We are play-
ing many different games which help 
us to practice these patterns.  Students 
are also doing more complex songs and 
dances, including a favorite, “John Kanaka 
Naka Too La-ay”.  Soon we will begin solos 
featuring parts of this fun song!

2nd grade has almost completed the 
rhythm unit featuring “du and du-de” 
rhythm patterns.  Now we are listening 
to the Peer Gynt Suite by Edvard Grieg.  In 
particular, we are finding the familiar 
rhythm patterns in this music.  We are 
also using creative movement and art 
which enhances our listening experi-
ence.  Finally, we are practicing our 
solfege singing with the syllables: do, re, 
and mi.  Students should be able to hear 

concluding activity.  The children are 
participating in many activities this year.  
Our program includes locomotor skills, 
non-locomotor skills, movement con-
cepts, balance activities, soccer, football, 
basketball, gymnastics (forward rolls, log 
roll, egg roll, balance beam), dance, ball 
skills, bowling, jump rope (long, short), 
bean bags, fluff balls, balance feathers, 
balance boards, hula hoops, parachute, 
tennis balls, scooters, ladder, pillo polo, 
striking with short and long handled 
implements, scoops, scooter hockey, 
volleyball, frisbee, kickball, t-ball, and 
organized games.
 
We talk about the importance of be-
ing physically active and making healthy 
choices.  It is important to feel good 
about yourself and have a good self-es-
teem.  We have discussed the way chil-
dren can be active outdoors now that 
spring is here.  Bike riding, hiking, and 
park activities are a great way to spend 
the day.  The skills they learn in physi-
cal education can be applied throughout 
their lives.
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Art with Ms. Herchenhahn

1st and 3rd graders have both recently 
finished their clay units.  1st graders 
built pinch pots working from a single 
piece of clay and drew directly into the 
clay using a wooden stylus.  3rd graders 
built coil pots using coils and attaching 
them with the score and slip technique.

Working with clay is a process that in-
volves many steps.  I thought I would 
take this chance to share the journey that 
each of these great little pots has under-
taken!

First, students built their pots.  Some 
classes used white clay and some used 
terracotta.  Some students made wide, 
flat pots, and some made tall, skinny 
pots.  There were also mini pots, me-
dium pots, heart-shaped pots, and one 
shaped like a volcano.

After building the pots, students waited 
for their creations to dry out so they 
could be fired in the kiln.  The kiln is 
like an oven that’s just for clay, but it gets 
much hotter than our ovens at home.  
Sometimes it takes a week or more for 
the clay to dry.  Clay that has not been 
fired yet is called greenware.  As it gets 
drier and drier, it becomes very fragile.

Once the pots dry, they go into the kiln.  
When the kiln reaches a certain tem-
perature (about 1800 F!), the clay hard-
ens and is no longer as fragile.  The pots 
shrink a little bit in the kiln, and the 
color of the clay changes slightly.  Now 
that our pots have been fired once, they 
are called bisque.

a simple do/re/mi pattern and decode 
using the correct syllables.  

3rd grade is moving right along with 
their recorder music!  We are having a 
blast learning our songs.  So far we have 
learned:  Hot Cross Buns, Merrily We Roll Along 
(which we debuted at our Winter Con-
cert), Pierrot, Gently Sleep and Juba.  Juba in-
troduced us to a new note, C.  Students 
should now be able to recognize G, A, B 
and C on the staff, and use proper fin-
gering to play these notes.  They should 
also continue to practice 10-15 minutes 
each week night.  
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Next, students glazed their pots.  Glaze 
looks a lot like paint; we even use paint-
brushes to apply it!  Sometimes the glaze 
turns a different color after firing, so it’s 
important to look at examples of glaze 
that has been fired. We use two coats of 
glaze to ensure our pot is evenly coated.  
Getting the glaze into all the nooks and 
crannies can be tricky!  The pots above 
have been glazed, but not fired.

After we’ve glazed, out pots go back into 
the kiln.  One important point we learn 
is that even though they look similar, 
glaze and paint are very different.  Glaze 
reacts with the heat of the kiln to become 
bright and colorful.  Notice how bright 

and shiny the finished pots look com-
pared to the ones that haven’t been fired!  
We use a type of glaze called Wonderglaze 
that does not require a clear coat.

Finally, students carefully wrap their 
wonderful creations and take them 
home.  

Here are some things students have sug-
gested we put in our pots: pencils, pa-
perclips, staples, candy (our glaze is food 
safe!), jewelry, keys, interesting rocks 
and shells, and “colorful little pieces of 
lint” (wouldn’t want to lose that!).

Kindergarten and second grade classes 
will start their clay units soon.  Work-
ing with clay is something many students 
look forward to all year.  I hope you have 
enjoyed this little peek into our process!


