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Important Upcoming Dates

  Winter Concert

  x February 11th, 2013: dress rehearsal (during school day)

  x February 12th, 2013: evening concert @ Veterans PAC

s Coffin & Gerry t
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PE News from Mrs. McGrath
Coffin / Gerry Physical Education Teacher

The gym has been a busy place this fall.  At the Ger-

ry School the first graders have finished up a unit 

on Throwing and Catching.  They have practiced 

the skills in isolation and have played games that in-

corporate those skills.  They have been introduced 

to Striking using their hands.  They will continue 

this skill in two ways – both as volleying skills as 

well as striking with various types of paddles.  First 

graders have been a doing a great deal of explora-

tion.  They have used giant birdies, scarves & deck 

rings.  Students have explored how to manipulate 

the different pieces of equipment on their own, 

and cooperatively in small groups.  Students have 

also been working on teamwork with their squad by 

participating in activities with a small parachute.  

The first grade students continue to practice their 

movement skills and concepts.  They are becom-

ing more confident and have been moving with a 

greater amount of control. 

)
The second and thirds graders at Coffin school have 

been climbing the walls! Well, wall…  They have 

completed one part of our climbing unit by chal-

lenging themselves both physically and emotionally 

on our horizontal climbing wall.  The wall not only 

challenges their strength but also their ability to 

overcome frustration and cooperate and encourage 

their peers.  Students will be using the wall again 

later this winter.  Students have finished a unit 

on Kicking.  They practiced kicking with various 

parts of their feet, punting, dribbling & trapping 

the ball.  They played a variety of games that used 

eye – foot coordination skills.  Students have been 

practicing their jump rope skills and many created 

personal jump rope routines to challenge their rope 

abilities.  Some of their tricks are truly amazing!

As we turn to winter 1-3 grades will be participat-

ing in a Rhythm & Dance unit.  They will explore 

movement concepts, work on moving to a beat & 

learning a handful of dances.  The first graders 

will be participating in basic barn, line & partner 

dances.  The second graders will be learning barn 

dances from around the world to coincide with 

their social studies unit.  The 3rd graders will be 

learning more advanced dances & will be learning 

how to choreograph their own unique dance as an 

entire grade.  The winter concert should be filled 

with movement this year.  

Another note:  The Coffin School students are 

also doing cup stacking activities & the first graders 

will soon be introduced to the wonderful world of 

speed stacks as well.  This is a fun activity that the 

students enjoy.  To learn more about speed stack-

ing you can visit www.speedstacks.com.  You can 

also check out some speed stacking competitions on 

YouTube by searching ‘speed stacking’.  There will 

be an opportunity later on this winter for students 

http://www.speedstacks.com
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PE News from Ms. Rotman
Gerry School Physical Education Teacher

We need to be healthy to learn, so let us learn to 

be healthy.  Our Kindergarten Physical Education 

program will provide our children the necessary 

skills and knowledge that will allow them to lead 

healthy, active lifestyles.

Every Body Move!

Stretch and Build Your Muscles!

Make Your Heart Work Harder!

Move Whenever You Can!

The curriculum supports developing positive val-

ues within education.  Social skills which include 

respect, cooperation, communication, teamwork, 

and sportsmanship are an important aspect of the 

Physical Education curriculum.  Our kindergarten 

students will be in a safe cooperative atmosphere 

focusing on movement concepts, locomotor skills, 

(walking, running, galloping, sliding, hopping, 

jumping, skipping, leaping), nonlocomotor skills, 

dribbling, kicking, balancing, climbing, throw-

ing, catching and striking; all of which provide a 

skill foundation for future physical activity.  The 

program will help our children move competently 

and confidently.

Our children will enjoy participating in games and 

activities.  We are a TEAM.  Teams work together, 

help one another, and have fun.

Together
Everyone
Achieves
More

Please remember to wear SNEAKERS on Wednes-

day and Thursday.  It is important to be safe.

We are having a FUN and EXCITING year!

If you have any questions or concerns please contact 

Ms. Rotman at the Gerry School.

S
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to purchase their own set of speed stacks.  Be on the 

look out for “Group Stack Order” information.

FIELD DAY – I know this is a long way from now – 

but as I have found, this year is FLYING by!!!!  All 

volunteers this year must have a CORI on file with 

Mrs. LeBlanc (Gerry) or Mrs. Mills (Coffin).  If 

you are even thinking about volunteering on JUNE 

7th, please make sure you fill one out.  Thank 

you!!!!

Mrs. McGrath
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A            from Ms. D’Amour
Coffin / Gerry Music Teacher

Look out!  Gerry and Coffin music classes are mov-

ing and shaking this school year! 

It is a good time to be a kindergarten music stu-

dent!  Mrs. Gay’s and Mrs. Hecht’s classes have 

been exploring their singing voices through a 

variety of activities and games.  Please ask your child 

to sing like “Bruce the Cat” or “Dottie the Dog”.  

Or, your child might lead you in “The Four Voices” 

(talking, singing, whispering and strong).  

K students have also been learning some simple 

songs for steady beat and circle games, such as “Old 

King Glory”.

First graders wrapped up their annual Thanksgiving 

Day Show with great success!  Students performed 

“Over the River and Through the Woods”, a tra-

ditional favorite.  They also sang a two-part round 

with motions, and a chant with a dance.  Bravo!

1st grade students have also been learning more 

complex circle games and songs that incorporate 

)

movement. Please ask your child to share: “Pizza, 

Pizza Daddy-O”. Most recently, we have been echo 

singing the pitches “do, re and mi” on neutral syl-

lables, in addition to the echoing of simple rhythms 

on the syllable “bah”.  

In the second grade, students are doing solfege ex-

ercises to develop their listening and pitch match-

ing.  One favorite game to play is called “Poison 

Pattern”, where the teacher tries to trick the stu-

dents into singing a “poisonous” pattern.  Students 

are tough to trick in this game!  In addition, we are 

also decoding du du-de rhythms.

2nd graders have also been actively listening to mu-

sic such as Saint-Saens’ Danse Macabre.  Students 

learned about the inspiration behind the creation, 

then determine why they think Saint-Saens added 

to the music what he did.  They also move expres-

sively to the music.  In addition, students have 

created a tone poem, danced, improvised on xylo-

phones and wrote a Thanksgiving chant (in pairs).  

And finally we have third grade!  Rhythm and pitch 

beautifully unite in the 3rd grade!  We are creating 

a solid foundation for reading music while playing 

the recorders and for any future vocal or instru-

mental music endeavors. Students should now 

know how to read G A and B on a 2-lined staff.  

Students should also now be comfortable reading 

different combinations of 1 and 2 beat rhythms 

along to a steady beat.  We are now practicing “Hot 

Cross Buns” on the metallophones and glocken-

spiels. This is great practice for our recorders!
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Music with Mrs. Fraser
Gerry School Music Teacher

Welcome to Gerry music with Mrs. Darci’s and Mrs. 

O’Flynn’s classes!  Your children have been busy 

singing, keeping a beat, listening, and moving since 

the school year began.  During the year, my goal 

is to prepare them to participate in music, dance, 

and movement in ways that they choose throughout 

their lives.  Very few of them may choose a career as 

a professional musician, but all can enjoy music in 

many ways with the solid foundation of elementary 

music education.

How is this foundation laid?  By “doing” music.  

Here in the music room you will find us singing, 

speaking rhymes, dancing, moving to music, listen-

ing to many styles and genres of music, playing 

instruments, and much more.  Elvis Costello said, 

“Talking about music is like dancing about architec-

ture.”  This is sound educational practice:  we learn 

not just by being told, but by experience.

The following are just a sampling of experiences 

your children have had this year in the music room, 

accompanied by things you might ask them about. 

 

Singing

Everyone has a voice, and I believe that all children 

can learn to sing.  This is one of the foundational 

skills for musicians.  We sing many folk songs from 

various parts of America and other parts of the 

world.  You might ask your child to sing Frog in the 

Meadow or Frosty Weather.

Movement

Movement with music fosters another foundational 

musical skill:  feeling a sense of beat.  Develop-

mentally, it is vital; as you know, kids need to move!  

You might ask your child to perform the rhyme A 

Pumpkin for a Pie or tell you about the game Little 

Sally Walker.

Listening

Analytical listening (learning what to listen for and 

how to talk about it) takes practice.  We often prac-

tice keeping a beat while listening, and other times 

perform movements that show what is happening 

expressively in the music.  You might ask your child 

about Sleigh Ride.

Thank you for taking time to talk to your children 

about music class.  Any musical experiences you can 

provide for your children, whether it is attending 

a concert, singing together at home, or going to a 

family folkdance, are wonderful ways to enjoy music 

together.  

Holly Fraser

Gerry, Glover, and Eveleth music

)
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Art with Ms. Herchenhahn
Coffin / Gerry Art Teacher

We’re off to a wonderful start in art this year.  Here 

are some of our art room happenings at Coffin and 

Gerry!

First, congratulations goes to Samantha C. and Tat-

um A. in kindergarten, Lilly C. in first grade, and 

Evan L. and Zoe C. in 3rd grade.  Their artwork is 

currently on display in the National Grand Bank on 

Pleasant Street!

Kindergarten has been very busy.  We focused on 

drawing and collaging skills this fall.  We completed 

a shape collage at the beginning of the year, a Rot-

ten Island watercolor painting of our very own 

monster, a spider collage, a pastel tree drawing, a 

Firebird drawing, and a horse of power!  We have 

heard several stories about the Firebird, which not 

only figures into several Russian folktales, it is even 

a ballet with music by Stravinsky!  We are preparing 

to take home our fall work.  Please set aside a paper 

or re-usable bag for your child to use.  I will send 

home a separate reminder!

1st graders have also been busy this year.  We have 

made outer space collages/paintings.  We used 

tempera paint to mix primary colors and create our 

secondaries.  We have also made pastel tree draw-

ings and Firebird masks.  Our masks used crayon, 

tempera paint, feathers, and gems.  First grade is all 

about mixing media to build grand creations!  Like 

the kindergarteners, first graders will soon take 

home their fall artwork.

At Coffin, students are introduced to longer proj-

ects.  Our major second grade work this fall was a 

pop-out haunted house drawing and a Crazy Crit-

ter painting.  Students combined different animal 

parts to come up with their own unique critter.  Ask 

your child about his or her critter’s name and what 

it likes to do!  Second graders come up with marvel-

ous stories and facts to accompany their critters.

Third graders have worked on a giant under-the-

sea pastel drawing.  Soft pastels are easy to blend 

and quick to cover large areas of paper.  They have 

also made symmetrical name designs.  We learned 

a technique for rubbing graphite to create a perfect 

transfer of our pencil lines.  This results in a mir-

ror image of our names.  Some students who fin-

ished early even made an “Eight Way” name design 

that utilizes rotational symmetry.


